The basic science of glomus jugulare tumors.
Glomus tumors are a fascinating group of lesions. It is a challenge for neurosurgeons and otolaryngologists to resect them completely with minimal morbidity. Laboratory researchers have discovered extremely interesting genetic and molecular biology factors involved in the development and growth of glomus tumors. In this article the author reviews the genetics, protein mutations, angiogenesis and apoptosis associated with tumor formation, and the secretion of vasoactive substances is discussed as well. It is hoped that with further research less invasive measures may be developed to treat these tumors.